[The effects of intensive care for newborn infants].
This article is based upon a research project on behalf of the Dutch ministry of Welfare, Health and Cultural Affairs. It will give the reader an overview of the main effects of intensive-care neonatology mainly on the basis of a literature research. In this article medical, psycho-social, economic, legal and ethical effects have successively been investigated. The major findings from existing published work in the neonatal field are discussed, highlighting some of the unresolved issues. Finally, some conclusions are drawn and some suggestions for further research are made.